Giant Prehistoric Whale Discovered in Peru

A new species of
prehistoric whale,
Perucetus Colossus,
was discovered and
reconstructed from
fossilized vertebral
and rib bones. The
fossils were found

P aniear Paracas Peru.

Link to YouTube Video | LinktoBlogPost | Link to Research Paper
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https://youtu.be/vY7Dqlq5-tA
https://thesexyuniverse.com/2023/08/04/prehistoric-giant-whale-discovered-in-peru/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-023-06381-1
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Fsssils wwere discovered on the Southeastern Coast of Peru, in a layer corresponding to
agound 30 million years ago, placing it in the late Eocene Epoch.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eocene

Only a Partial Skeleton Was Found
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ils discovered included 13 vertebrae, four ribs,



“Heaviest Skeleton of Any Known Mammal or
Aquatic Vertebrate”

e The bones were extremely dense, with the highest bone mass
increase ever discovered
e High skeletal density serves two purposes
o Dense,y rigid ribs hold the lungs open, allowing them to
retain more air for increased buoyancy
o Heavier skeletons allow the animal to carry more
blubber and be more massive in general, keeping them
more stable in strong waves
e This indicates the creature lived in shallow, coastal
water, 1like sea cows
Estimated skeletal weight 5.3 to 7.6 tons, at least double
that of a 80—-foot long Blue Whale
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https://www.livescience.com/18945-ancient-sea-manatee-species.html
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/blue-whale

Creature of Immense Size

e Researchers estimate
the total mass to be
between 85 and and
340 tons. Blue whales
have a mass range of
50 to 165 tons.

e The body size and
shape was estimated
by scaling up
Cynthiacetus
Peruvianus
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1631068311000546
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1631068311000546

3

Mystery Diet

No cranial bones or
teeth were discovered

The head shape and diet

are a mystery, but it
had to eat a lot

The only known mammals §

with similar bone
density are Sea Cows, a
group that includes
manatees

My conjecture is that
most similar body

shape and behavior is

probably manatees.
That’s what I prefer to

~ believe, at least.
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Creative Commons License

This document is free to use with attribution under Creative Commons License.
Feel free to share and reuse this work for commercial and non—-commercial
purposes. Give attribution to the original researchers by linking to their paper,
and attribution to me by doing at least one of the following:

e Linking back to the YouTube video

e Linking back to the blog post

e Social media shoutout — @Camwadam on Instagram and TikTok

If you’d like to support my work please watch my videos, subscribe to the YouTube
channel, or follow me on social media. CashApp donations are gladly accepted -
$Camwadam.

If you’re a researcher and would like to be featured or interviewed on my
‘platform please reach out by leaving a comment or sending a direct message.
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